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Letter from the Chair

FAIRFAX OPEN SPack My Dear Fellow Farlaxians,

COMMITTEE MEMBERS . A o : v ‘ I
Fo all of vou who have supported Fairle Open Space (FOSC) i some way during this past vear, THANK

Mimi MNawton, Chair YOUT Our small group of dedieated volunteers owes its suecesses 1o our commuanty aned 1o the wondertul
2Byan O'Neil, Co-Chair peaple who cherish Fairlax sud s open spaces as much as we dosud who have supported our ellors. Thore
Ruth Han, Secretary are still hesntifid, as vel undeveloped propertics, which we would e 1o assist the Town s purchasing, especiadly
Ted Bright, Tregsurer those connected Lo other dedicated open space,

Nicelo Cal e . : L . .
Nicolo Caldararo Mirougheut 2008, we focused most of cur acquisition efforts on the Wall Propertv and e Ben Ross Properts.
Barbara Coler Both properties would be weredible assets for the Town, and vur goal is 10 preserve them s open space. As

Helen Fauss you stand m downtown Fairtax and ook up at die unspotled ridge hne that stretehes from belind Good Fartls

Denise Feiry Natwral Foods all the way west lo Oak Manor DPove, you are looking at a huge picee of our visual corrdor which
Jack Judiins is nol now protected open space. Knos s te Wall property, it 15 comprised of %9 acres of prisune lulls, kg
Jane RichardsonMack (raals amdd smdigneous Hora and T,

The Heaere Ben Ross property, localed near the end of Tovon Road. is accessible by lillside rauls rummey
tirough its magiheent Madrone forest, 11 1s also connecled by other rads 10 the Marm County Open Space
nddge hme. wheeh it borders. Views lrom Mr. Ross' bud of the Bills and vallevs of Farfax sue spectacudar imd dae

praperty itself s center stage as one enters Farfax from the cast adone

L
&5 . .y "
5 _ Siv Franer Diake Bl
L £ - . Wall DESEAS h “
CF property .. : . ,
e Both the Wl and the Ross properties ave been designated by the & N
< (99 oeres) e P g o . . / g .
: Farlay Town Counctl as priontes [or acgmsiion s open spage, - 2
: FOSC has mounted displays and  miormagon tables at Town &
.o . . .o . &
lestivids to radse awareness s support for our mission. We sue Rouss @
scarching for new ways (o raise the kuge funds necessary [or this Property

undertaking, weluding seckmg funding (hrough Toundation grants, {11 acres)

government agencies and private sourees. Together, with your
donations, these [unds will help us accomplish our goals. Thank you

lor your continuing support, o 7 S
} ] S R R
b e
o N . . . 1 = I
Mimi Newton, Clair, Farfax Open Space Commitie o P

Old-Tune Fairfax Families and Open Space
by Mike Ardito

Have you cver tried 1o imagme what Fardax looked like when open
space was abundant? Ghmpses ol the carlv 20th contugy e possible
through visits 1o photo archives, One venue T ousd was sucked v
on the Farlax Histoneal Soctety shell bhelund the relerenee b
desk at the Fatelay Tbeary,

I the booklet, *Fandax Fanuly Albun™ m Bov 3 an the <hell. |
discovered a treasure ol pretres. Listed by Ly naunes sach s
Arbini or Vacearo, the old-ime photos are accompanied by ingeresting
Lunily stories, Some ol these Gumlics are nosw us the Tourth or niore
seneralion as Fuirlax residents. For example, the photes on gie el rom
Lou Vacearo's famuly shows hus parents, Ida and Joe, with the nudk com
1 the pasture belund thes home wida lallside of e Wall Propesis
i the background. Foday, Low's home sits on the lormer cow pasiure.

= "
ey ¥

View of the Wall Proparty frem Olema Road. Giren 1930

We ask you to join us in the important work of preserving the natural environmental of Fairfax.
Today, more than ever, your generous tax-deductible contribution is essential to these projects.
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You Can Help Us Do More:

Joun Us: The FOSC meets the 4th Tuesday of every month
at 7:30pm at the Community/Youth Center at 16 Park St. in
Fairfax. We welcome your ideas and participation.

Your Tax-deductible Gift will help preserve our precious
open space for future generations.

Please make yowr contribution payable fo:
Fairfax Open Space Committee
Town of Fairlax

{42 Baolinas Rd.. Fairfax. CA 94930

Vrset Us: www.town-of-tairfax.org/BoardsandCommissions
/OpenSpaceCommittee/

cphic Design contributed by Avator Community Business Center, Fairfax.
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Access 1o Our Hiking Trails

Hiking, biking or running in undeveloped lands is one of the great joys of living in
Foirfax. We tend to assume that all of these trails are an publicly swned tands. This is not
always the case as | first realized when « trail | had regularly used for years was one day
fenced off, gated with a lock and posted with o “No Trespassing” sign. [ have since seen
this happen 1o other kails that have been used by the public for many decades.

Under pre-1972 law, if the public had frequently and openly used a trail on private
property for at least five consecutive years, without any atiempt by the owner to prevent
public use, then o trail easement may have been dedicated, by implication, for permanent
public use. In 1972, the California legislature passed a new law stating that public use of
private property that accurs after March 2, 1972 can no longer be used to establish an
implied dedication of a public trail. For this reason, it is especially impartant o dacument
the use of taifs on private fands in and around Fairfax by the public prier to March 1972
No one, to out knowledge, is collecting this historic documentation. If you have any
personal knowledge ahout trail use in Foirfux before March 1972, please calt FOSC
member Jack Judkins ot 456-5503 and help us begin to collect these important histories.

Marin on Fire

With images of the 1,600 fires in California this summer fresh in our minds and
vivid memories of the Qakland hills inferno, it is imperative that we address the
serious threat of wildfire in Fairfax. In the DVD, “Marin on Fire, Preparing for the
Nexi Urban Wildfire,” narrator Peter Coyote cautions, "A wind-driven wild fire
cauld begin in San Rafael and not stop until it reaches Muir Beach.” Fire
personnel believe such a disaster is inevitable unless action is taken. Many lives
and homes would be lost. The existing fuel load of overgrown vegefation
combined with the steep hillsides and canyons of our topography intensify our
risk. Overwhelmed firefighters would not be able to help. "Marin on Fire” shows
how to prepare as individuals and as o community to avoid catastrophic fire. The
DVD details how to create defensible space around homes, eliminate highly
combustible plants and materials, ond identify evacuation routes. Fairfax
neighborhoods are beginning to come together to raise awareness and to reduce
fire hazards with the help of this important video, available FREE at the Fairfax
Fire Department. We urge everyone to pick up a copy.




